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CristinaBranquinho
CristinaBranquinho(CB)is a FullProfessorofEcologyatFacultyofSciencesoftheUniversityofLisbon

(FCUL),anda researcherattheCentreforEcology,EvolutionandEnvironmentalChanges,whereshe

leadsthe“SystemsEcology”researchgroup,whichaimstounderstandcomplexecologicalsystemsand

promoteresilienceandsustainabilityinthefaceofAnthropocenechallenges. CBisavicepresidentofthe

BiologyDepartmentatFCUL. Sheis a correspondingmemberoftheLisbonAcademyofSciences(since

2023) anda ForeignAcademicCorrespondentof theRoyalNationalAcademyof Pharmacyof Spain

(AcademyofSciences)since2016.

Herresearchfocusedonunderstandingecologicalpatternsat theecosystemlevelin responseto

environmentalchangessuchas air pollution,climatechangeandeutrophication: i) evaluatingand

modellingthestructureandfunctioningofecosystems; ii) developing,testingandtrackingecological

indicatorsbasedonbiodiversityatdifferentspatialandtemporalscales; iv)restoringecosystemstructure

andfunctioning; iii) understandingtheroleof biodiversityonecosystemfunctioningandecosystem

servicesdelivery.



Maria João Feio
MariaJoãoFeioholdsa PhDinBiologywithspecializationinEcology(UniversityofCoimbra)andan

AggregationinBiology(UniversityofAveiro). ShecoordinatestheresearchgroupFreshwaterEcology,and

theMAREresearchcenterattheUniversityofCoimbra; andtheAssociateLaboratoryAquaticResearch

Network;andisintheboardoftheIberianSocietyofEcology.

MariaJoãoFeioisafreshwaterecologistwhoinvestigatestheimpactofglobalchangesonthestructural

andfunctionalintegrityof freshwaterecosystems; theimportanceof urbanaquaticecosystems’

biodiversityandecosystemservicesforcitiessustainability; andtheconnectionbetweenecosystems’

healthandhumanhealth. She has beenengagedin the developmentof noveltoolsfor river

bioassessment,namelythroughas predictivemodelingandmolecularapproaches. Shecoordinatedthe

implementationof theWaterFrameworkDirectivein theMediterraneanbasin; sheis presentlythe

coordinatoroftheinterdisciplinaryHorizonEuropeprojectOneAquaHealth– ProtectingAquaticEcosystems

toPromoteOneHealth(2023-26); andoftheenvironmentaleducationprojectCresceRio, amongother.



Joana Abrantes

JoanaAbrantes(CIBIO,UniversidadedoPorto)studieshost-pathogenco-evolutionaryprocessesby
usinglagomorphspeciesandtheirviraldiseasesasresearchmodels. Thestudyofhost-pathogenco-
evolutionrequirescharacterisingtheevolutionarypatternsofchangeinthehostandpathogenresulting
fromtheirinteraction. Forthat,shestudiesthemechanismsdrivingviralevolution(e.g., recombination,
mutation,naturalselection)thatmaybeinvolvedinviralevasionofthehostimmuneresponse. In
parallel,sheis interestedintheevolutionofhostgenesthatmayplayaroleinresistanceagainstviral
infections(e.g.,chemokinereceptors,TLRs,GBPs,etc).
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